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bill ignores the fact that we right now
do not have enough money for the con-
servation programs to help farmers and
ranchers who want to improve the en-
vironment.

Only one in four grants gets funded,
some of them swallowed up by big in-
dustrial agricultural interests that
could afford to take care of their own
environmental problems. But more
telling is that they allow payment for
things that don’t even improve the en-
vironment.

Why allow large agribusiness to com-
pete for scarce environmental funding
for things like hog lagoons and fences.
That is the cost of doing business. That
doesn’t improve the environment.

Mr. Speaker, I have introduced legis-
lation that would correct this in terms
of cutting down, capping, and con-
taining unnecessary subsidies; reducing
overly generous crop insurance; and
making conservation programs per-
formance driven. I hope the day will
come when we might be able to debate
something like that on the floor of the
House.

——
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. BYRNE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise this
morning, during National Police Week,
to recognize and remember the men
and women in blue, who protect and
serve our local communities each and
every day.

Law enforcement officers leave the
safety of their homes each day not
knowing if they will pass back through
their own front doors when their day is
done. They leave their families behind
to ensure the safety of our loved ones
at schools, in neighborhoods, and on
roadways. These individuals are true
public servants who answer the call
and put their lives on the line.

Among their many roles in the com-
munity, law enforcement officers serve
as role models for our children, keep
the peace in our neighborhoods, direct
traffic for football games, and are the
first to respond when help is needed.
Far too often we take their services for
granted.

This week, I am proud that the House
is taking up a number of important
bills to support our local law enforce-
ment. From legislation to prevent at-
tacks on our officers to providing fund-
ing for additional resources, we are
working to ensure that these dedicated
individuals have the tools they need to
do their jobs and keep us safe.

See, our law enforcement officers are
heroes who put their lives on the line
each day to keep our citizens from
harm’s way. National Police Week is a
time for us to stop and show our appre-
ciation to these heroes for all that they
do for our communities. Our law en-
forcement officers serve selflessly, fac-
ing the many dangers of the job with
courage and bravery.

Mr. Speaker, I have had the oppor-
tunity to ride along with members of
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the Baldwin County Sheriff’s Office in
southwest Alabama. It was an eye-
opening experience.

At every single traffic stop, the depu-
ties had no idea what to expect. Every
call was different, but each one came
with an inherent risk of the unknown.
Despite the uncertainty, the deputies
always conducted themselves with re-
spect and professionalism.

Whether it is a routine traffic stop or
responding to a domestic call, these of-
ficers have no idea how their encoun-
ters will turn out. There is always the
risk their interaction on the job can
turn hostile and, in some cases, even
deadly.

National Police Week is also an op-
portunity to honor the heroes who have
lost their lives while serving our com-
munities. In 2017, 136 officers were
killed in the line of duty. Already this
yvear, 54 officers have lost their lives
while serving our communities. Sadly,
one of these deaths occurred in my
home State of Alabama earlier this
year.

Mobile Police Officer Justin Billa
paid the ultimate sacrifice when he was
shot and killed while responding to a
domestic violence call on February 20.
At just 27 years old, Officer Billa left
behind a loving wife, Erin, and a 1-
year-old son, Taylor.

In such a time of immense grief, we
saw the city of Mobile rally together to
support the family and friends of fallen
Officer Billa. You see, these officers are
much more than enforcers of the law;
they are an integral part of the com-
munity.

Mr. Speaker, I loved seeing the com-
munity wrap Officer Billa’s family up
in a shield of prayer and love, but we
shouldn’t just do that when we lose an
officer, and we shouldn’t just do it dur-
ing National Police Week. Each and
every day, we should show our deep ap-
preciation to members of law enforce-
ment, at every level, who put their
lives on the line so that we can live in
safe communities. May we not forget
that we get to lay our heads down on
our pillows at night feeling safe be-
cause of the brave men and women out
there patrolling the streets.

Mr. Speaker, as we observe National
Police Week, I can think of no better
way to show appreciation for our men
and women in blue than encourage
every American to take the time to say
“thank you” to your local law enforce-
ment officers. May their sacrifices
never be forgotten.

————
J 1030

TINDER FIRE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. O’HALLERAN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. O'HALLERAN. Mr. Speaker, Ari-
zona’s First Congressional District is
home to some of the most beautiful
forests in the country, including the
Grand Canyon, but paired with the dry
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conditions and high heat, the First Dis-
trict is historically home to some of
the worst wildfires in the country.

Earlier this month, my constituents
in rural Arizona faced off against the
Tinder Fire, which spread more than
16,000 acres before being mostly con-
tained. It could have been far worse.

I rise today to commend the hun-
dreds of brave first responders, commu-
nity leaders in Arizona and across the
West, public safety officials, who
worked tirelessly over the past 3 weeks
to contain the fire and protect resi-
dents and their homes.

It was their quick thinking and ex-
pert training that prevented this fire
from spreading even further and de-
stroying hundreds of homes.

The fire, which was reported on April
27 by Coconino Forest officials, and be-
fore the fire even reached 50 acres on
the second day, the decision was made
to bring in the Type 1 Southwest Area
Incident Management Team to oversee
the firefighting efforts and safety ef-
forts.

This is unheard of for fires of this
size, but it turns out that it was the
right call.

The Type 1 IMT team was able to set
up a strong line of defense and get hot-
shots and firefighting crews on the
ground to save hundreds of homes,
ranches, and lives.

This was not the only proactive
measure that was taken during the
early stages of the fire, Mr. Speaker.

During my visit to the Type 1 inci-
dent command center earlier this
month and to the fire site, the team
shared with me their work. I have to
extend my sincerest gratitude to the
Coconino National Forest, Coconino
County Sheriff’s Office, and the county
staff in their work.

They saw the dry conditions in the
area, they saw the weather report of
high winds coming, and the decision to
evacuate residents was made before the
fire grew to a significant size. It was
made correctly.

They made this decision as that fire
moved towards large subdivisions, and
it was moving at a rate of 3 miles in 1.5
hours. The wind speeds were up to 50
miles an hour.

This contributed to one of the
smoothest evacuation efforts these
teams have ever seen, and it made a
difference. It saved lives.

My team worked with local county
and State officials to deliver informa-
tion and resources to those who were
evacuated to the centers.

In addition to the more than 800 per-
sonnel on the ground, I want to thank
the communities who stepped up to
help from all across the Western
United States and from all across Ari-
zona. In both Coconino and Navajo
Counties, businesses opened up their
doors to evacuees and their livestock
and their pets, and volunteers signed
up to assist at evacuation shelters.

It was interesting when I visited the
site, the trees were not burned except
for underneath. The fire was moving so
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